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Traditional vs. Nontraditional 
Scholarship

Academic Medicine publishes traditional peer-reviewed articles, which are 
categorized as Research Reports, Articles, Scholarly Perspectives, Innovation 
Reports, and Literature Reviews. 

• The focus of Academic Medicine is on the article—how a particular 
idea, project, or initiative is described and assessed. 

• One of the types of articles Academic Medicine considers is the 
Innovation Report, which is a small-scale description of an early-
stage innovation that has the potential to solve a widespread 
problem. This brief report describes the problem, approach, 
outcomes, and next steps related to the initiative. More about the 
requirements for the Innovation Report can be found at 
http://journals.lww.com/academicmedicine/Pages/publicationcrite
riaforinnovationreports.aspx

MedEdPORTAL publishes peer-reviewed teaching and learning innovations in 
the form of curricular resources, interactive modules, cases, etc.

• The focus of MedEdPORTAL is on innovative and generalizable 
educational materials that have been implemented and assessed 
for educational effectiveness.

• Each MedEdPORTAL submission requires an Educational Summary 
Report (ESR) to accompany the full set of educational materials that 
make up the educational innovation. The ESR is a summary 
overview of the entire submission and describes the purpose and 
scope of the educational innovation. More about the requirements 
for a MedEdPORTAL submission can be found at 
https://www.mededportal.org/author. 

Because the Academic Medicine Innovation Report and the MedEdPORTAL ESR 
are similar in length, population, and level of evaluation, please refer to the 
chart below to decide whether your work is more suitable as an Academic 
Medicine or MedEdPORTAL submission. 

Academic Medicine MedEdPORTAL
Article/submission 
type Innovation Report General Submission

Population
Small or large sample size, one or few 
institutions Smaller sample size, single institution

Evaluation Typically Kirkpatrick’s level 2-4* Typically Kirkpatrick’s level 1 or 2*

Focus
Description and assessment of problem, 
approach, outcomes, and next steps

Comprehensive educational 
innovation with evaluation data

Generalizability 
argument

Establishment of a broader context and 
demonstration of potential to solve a 
widespread problem

Comprehensiveness and usability of 
materials

Contribution to 
literature Adds to the literature Adds to the available resources
Peer review Single-masked Single-masked

Final product
Publication: description and analysis of 
experiences and outcomes

Publication: complete educational 
innovation, ESR plus appendices

http://journals.lww.com/academicmedicine/Pages/publicationcriteriaforinnovationreports.aspx
https://www.mededportal.org/author
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